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Korean Air celebrates four years of service at McCarran 

Aircraft tour, ticket giveaway highlight awareness of critical Asian air service 
 

LAS VEGAS – Since Korean Air’s inaugural flight touched down at McCarran International Airport on 
Sept. 22, 2006, its thrice-weekly flights have carried more than 221,000 travelers between Las 
Vegas and Seoul, resulting in an estimated non-gaming local economic impact of nearly $120 
million. Thanks in part to Korean Air, South Korea has become the seventh-largest source of 
international travel to Southern Nevada. Residents of other Asian nations – including China, Japan 
and Taiwan – also regularly take advantage of Korean Air’s extensive network of flights that provide 
one-stop service through the airline’s modern and expansive hub at Incheon International Airport.  
 
“International travel has become increasingly important to this community, and Korean Air has been 
a phenomenal partner by making it easier for travelers from Asia to comfortably and conveniently 
reach Las Vegas,” said Clark County Deputy Director of Aviation Rosemary A. Vassiliadis. “Looking 
forward, it’s our hope that more North American travelers, from Las Vegas as well as other nearby 
cities, will recognize this great resource and plan their future trips across the Pacific by way of 
Korean Air through McCarran.” 
 
International travelers also spend approximately $950 per trip, or close to $400 more than the 
average Las Vegas visitor. Foreign visitors also typically remain in town for 4.4 days, nearly one full-
day longer than others, according to the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority. 
 
"Las Vegas is a key market for Korean Air,” said John Jackson, Korean Air’s Americas Marketing 
Director. “Not only is it a tourist destination for Asians, but Las Vegas benefits customers in the 
western United States who have another gateway option to Asia. In addition, passengers from China 
and Southeast Asia fly Korean Air and connect in Korea to fly to Las Vegas.” Jackson added that 
within the last year, Korean Air has seen an increase in traffic from Korea to Las Vegas due to the 
U.S./Korean Visa Waiver program.  
 
McCarran has far fewer international flights than many western U.S. airports, which means its 
facilities – most notably its international security checkpoint and U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
port at Terminal 2 – are frequently less crowded than those found at other gateway airports. Many 
nearby U.S. cities including Albuquerque, N.M.; Denver and Reno offer no direct-to-Asia service. 
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(continued) 
 

A recent survey of the CBP’s average recorded times travelers spent waiting to clear customs 
indicated wait times at McCarran were less than those at airports in Miami, Atlanta, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Houston and New York. In addition, in less than two years McCarran’s Terminal 3 will open 
with six new international gates and an expanded CBP port, resulting in easier processing and intra-
airport connectivity to domestic carriers that operate through Las Vegas. 
 
Wednesday’s events featured passenger giveaways to commemorate Korea’s Thanksgiving holiday, 
as well as a media tour of a Korean Air jetliner to showcase amenities such as the Kosmo sleeper 
seats and in-flight entertainment components that include 23-inch LCD monitors on some seats. An 
online contest that will later this year award two pair of round-trip tickets between Las Vegas and 
Seoul was also announced; learn more about the giveaway at www.koreanairgiveaway.com. The 
contest Web site will go live at noon Thursday, Sept. 22. 
 
Korean Air operates three weekly flights out of Las Vegas departing on Monday, Wednesdays and 
Friday. It utilizes a 333-seat Boeing 747-400 that departs McCarran at 8 p.m. and arrives in 
Seoul/Incheon at 4:15 a.m., two days later. 
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About Korean Air  
 
Korean Air, with a fleet of 132 aircraft, is one of the world's top 20 airlines, and operates almost 400 
passenger flights per day to 117 cities in 39 countries. It is a founding member of the SkyTeam 
alliance, together with its 13 members, offers its 395 million annual passengers a worldwide system 
of more than 13,000 daily flights covering 898 destinations in 169 countries. The alliance celebrated 
its 10th anniversary in June 2010. 
 
In 2009, Business Traveler magazine honored Korean Air for the fourth consecutive year as having 
the “Best Transpacific Business Class” and ranked it “The Best Airline in Asia” for three consecutive 
years; TTG Asia rated it as the Best North Asian Airline; the carrier was named the 2009 winner of 
the Global Travel Catering Distinction Award by Pax International magazine; World Traveler 
magazine rated it the world’s best inflight service; readers of Travel & Leisure magazine said it is one 
of the world’s top 10 international airlines, and readers of Conde Nast Traveler magazine voted it one 
of the world’s top five business classes.  
   
More on Korean Air's programs, routes, frequency and partners is available at www.koreanair.com. 
 


